
 
 

FAQs 
 

1. Why doesn’t SASPS still call its awards a diploma? 
 
In the past 20 years, there has been a lack of clarity on the use of the 
term “diploma”, and there has been no specific legislation reserving the 
use of the word for Higher Education only. Private learning institutions 
have typically used the term “diploma” for the successful completion of 
their programmes. In pursuit of creating uniformity in education and 
training in South Africa, the Higher Education Qualifications Sub-
Framework (HEQSF) policy document has recently been implemented. 
This is a document of the Council on Higher Education, and determines 
the policy framework of the National Qualifications Framework (NQF). 
Amongst other things, this document places restrictions on the current 
naming of qualifications, skills programmes and short courses. 
Although the SASPS does not offer, nor purport to offer, a national 
qualification or higher education to its students, it supports the 
implementation of the legislative and policy framework for higher 
education by awarding its courses as certifications, rather than 
diplomas. 
 
 

2. Will the short course certificates I have obtained still be 
recognised for the Senior Paralegal/Commercial Law/Paralegal 
Certification?  
 
Yes. You can rest assured that the course is still exactly the same in 
terms of its structure. Any short course you have completed with us 
will be recorded on your Senior Paralegal/Commercial Law/Paralegal 
Certification. 
 

 
3. How is the Senior Paralegal/Commercial Law/Paralegal 

Certification different from the Senior Paralegal/Commercial 
Law/Paralegal Diploma? 
 
The only difference lies in the use of the word “certification” for the 
award. There is no difference in the content or standing of the course. 
The market- related credibility that the SASPS has established in the 
last 20 years is not, in any way, affected. 



 
 

4. I have already obtained a SeniorParalegal / CommercialLaw / 
Paralegal Diploma and am worried that my award will now not 
have the same standing that it had before. Is this so? 
 
There is no difference in the standing. The market-related credibility 
that the SASPS has established in the last 20 years will not be affected 
by the change in the name of the award. 
 

 
5. Can I swap my SASPS Senior Paralegal/Commercial 

Law/Paralegal Diploma for a Senior Paralegal/Commercial 
Law/Paralegal Certification? 
 
We will gladly issue a Letter of Equivalence for you, and this will 
include your SASPS academic record. 
 

 
6. What is a Provider Programme? 

 
Provider Programmes are usually designed to address specific 
education, training and development needs, such as courses for self-
enrichment, continuous professional development, self-employment, or 
orientation to a specific career. It is not a formal credit-bearing 
national qualification registered on the NQF. The Senior 
Paralegal/Commercial Law/Paralegal Certification has been developed 
by SASPS and provides specialized training for paralegal and legal 
support staff of professional practices, financial institutions, 
corporations and those wanting to embark upon a paralegal career. 
 

 
7. Is the SASPS registered? 

 
The SASPS has never been obliged to be registered for the courses it 
offers. As officially recorded on the SAQA website (under FAQs), 
“Should a provider/Institution be offering a course/programme that 
takes less than one year (full time) to complete and not contain 
registered Unit Standards, then the course will be classified as a Short 
Course. A Short Course will not contain credits towards a full 
Qualification. It is important to note, that a provider/Institution [does] 
not need to be registered or accredited to offer Short Courses. Many 
Short Courses are useful within the appropriate career field and can 
add value to an individual already in said career.” 

 



8. Are the short courses accredited? 
 
The SASPS has never been obliged to accredit the courses it offers. As 
officially recorded on the SAQA website (under FAQs), “There is no 
mechanism within the South African regulatory environment for the 
registration or accreditation of short learning programmes. When the 
NQF was first set up, it was intended that all Short Courses would be 
registered over time but there has never been capacity to do this.” 

 
 

9. Is the SASPS an accredited provider? 
 
Yes, the SASPS is accredited by the SASSETA as a training provider to 
offer  the National Certificate: Paralegal Practice.  The SASPS is not 
currently offering the National Certificate: Paralegal Practice. 
 
 

10. Do the Short Courses have SASSETA approval? 
 
In December 2005 the SASSETA awarded approval status to the SASPS 
for its short courses.  In July 2007 a letter of extension of accreditation 
listed the approved short courses and extended the scope of the SASPS 
to include the National Certificate: Paralegal Practice (which the SASPS 
is not currently offering).  Subsequently the SASPS was re-accredited 
in December 2009 and again on July 2011, with the SASPS application 
for re-accreditation listing the six approved non-NQF short courses 
being offered, as well as its accreditation for the National Certificate: 
Paralegal Practice (which the SASPS is not currently offering). We have 
in June 2016 received re-accreditation, for the National Certificate: 
Paralegal Practice (which the SASPS is not currently offering). 

 


